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INTRODUCTION

Meloidogyne graminicola is one of the most important damaging nematodes for rice cultivation throughout the world, particularly in South
and Southeast Asia. Italy is the main rice growing country in Europe, with 227,320 ha of rice in 2020.

In, 2016 M. graminicola was detected for the first time in mainland Europe (Northern Italy) and subsequently added to the EPPO Alert List.
The Italian National Plant Protection Organization promptly implemented phytosanitary measures to limit M. graminicola spread into new
areas. The rice field submersion is one of the phytosanitary measures foreseen in the Italian regulations to control the pest, but in the
Lombardy region (where this pest has been detected in 2018), this practice is not applicable due to the sandy soil structure. For this reason,
some field trials, using rice plants as trap crops, were conducted to identify new control strategies against this pest. The proposed innovative
agronomic technique aims to stimulate juveniles to hatch and invade the roots of rice plants and, before the nematodes complete their life
cycle, requires the destruction of the crop thus significantly reducing the nematode population in the soil.
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

A decrease in the number of M. graminicola specimens was recorded only in the treated plots (T). Uncultivated (U) and Control (C) managements gave similar results and are perhaps related to the
several weeds (e.g., Echinocloa spp. and Cyperus spp.) present in the uncultivated plots; therefore, the nematode can survive and reproduce in these alternative hosts. Rice plants grown after the
three trap crop cycles showed a significantly lower infestation index in treated plots than in both control and uncultivated ones, notwithstanding the low root-gall index in all plots due to the second
leaf stage of the plants. Also, the rice plants grown in the treated plots were taller by about 12% than both plants in the control and uncultivated plots at this stage of plant development. Moreover,
in the treated plots, the plant population density increased by 25% and 34% compared to the control and uncultivated ones, respectively.

In conclusion, these results showed the efficacy of trap cropping as a phytosanitary measure to control M. graminicola in most rice-growing areas.
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